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Fixture
Bath & Wilts
2       Chilcompton under 12s 
Venue:
Chilcompton Sports
Date:

1st October 2009

Format:
3 periods of 11-a-side

Author:
Matthew Jennings
Scorers:
Nathan Cridge, Henry
For many it was our first game of the season and for some their debut game (well done Henry!)  As always at Chilcompton it was very cold, but it didn’t stop us from trying our best.

Bath & Wilts had a positive start to the first period, with Kane Frith making some great saves to deny Chilcompton from scoring and the defenders making some fantastic tackles.  Half way through we were awarded a penalty and Nathan Cridge narrowly missed and hit the cross bar with a thunderous strike.  Both teams settled and the whistle blew with the score being 0 – 0 at the end of the first period.    We were called over for a team talk with Tim who explained that the formation 4, 3, 3 was working well.  What was needed was more width to give us space to play our passing agme.

We started the second period and we knew that we really needed a goal.  We played well throughout the whole period with Corey finding lots of space on the right wing which meant he had many balls passed to him.  Suddenly Corey slipped the ball through to Nathan who finished it with skill passed the Chilcompton goal keeper making it 1 – 0 at the end of the second period.  This was our best period as we had most of the possession and showed excellent technique in all areas.

The whistle blew to start the last period with lots of tired faces on the pitch.  In the first few minutes Chilcompton equalised and they started to try really hard to get another goal, and within the next five minutes they succeeded making the score 2 – 1 to Chilcompton, with a great volley by their captain.  We kept trying and trying, passing the ball wide and far, until Brandon was through one on one with the goal keeper.  He shot but the keeper pushed it out then Henry followed it up smacking the ball into the back of the net. 

We stood hard in defence throughout the whole match and ended the game with a 2 – 2 score and some friendly handshakes.
Coach, “The boys coped well against an older opposition and I thought we did really well in the second period.  It will take some time to get used to playing 11-a-side but we have made a good start.  Once we get the level of running right, it will make it easier for us to keep possession and work the ball through the units.  I think some of us have forgotten how much running is required at this level!  Pleased though – can’t wait for the next one!”  

